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Faith or Fate: vour Future Depends On It!

well-known Bible teacher said,

“The only reason I pray is
because the Bible tells me to pray.”
He does not believe his prayers or
actions have any bearing on the
scheme of things. This man is a
fatalist. Since everything is prede-
termined, then there is no use to
pray and believe God, because what
will be will be.

A fatalist pastor was conducting
the funeral of a known homosexual.
This pastor had the audacity to say,
“Brethren, we all know it was God’s
will for this man to be like he was.”
Can you believe it, blaming God for
making the dead man a Sodomite!
When men emphasize the
sovereignty of God to the point of
making God the author of sin, they
are blaspheming God.

It is never the will of God for
men to commit adultery, kill, lie, or
steal. God is not the author of sin.
He does not cause men to make
sinful decisions. Let no man say
when be is tempted, I am tempted of
God: for God cannot be tempted with
evil, neither tempteth be any man:
But every man is tempted, when be is

drawn away of bis own lust, and
enticed (James 1:13-14).

The Pharisees blasphemed the
Holy Spirit when they attributed the
works of Christ to the devil. Now
some men are attributing the works
of the devil to God! Let me be
crystal clear, when men walk out on
their mates, God’s will is not being
done on earth as it is in heaven.
GOD DOES NOT CAUSE MEN
TO SIN. It is not God’s will for
people to commit sin. If you believe
that everything that happens is the
will of God (including deliberate
sin), then your god is the devil!

Perhaps we are witnessing an
over-reaction to the imbalances of a
widespread “easy-believism,” but a
cold, calculating fatalism is coming
in like a flood. Emphasizing one
truth to the exclusion of other
truths is the genesis of heresy. And
fatalism is heresy.

Fate, a left-over concept from
Greek mythology, is the belief that
there is a pre-determined course for
everything. What will be will be
because it is the will of the gods.
This pagan concept has found a

welcome home in mainstream
evangelicalism/fundamentalism.

Fatalism ignores the conditional
nature of cause and effect. Over
and over we read, “If my people
will humble themselves . .."; “If we
walk in the light .. .”; “If you abide
in me . .."; “If we confess our sins . .
..” God works in and through His
people in accordance to their faith
and obedience. There is an
inevitable cause and effect
sequence that God has set in
motion in His creation. What you
and I choose to do has
repercussions both in time and
eternity. Humans have been given
freedom of choice, which means we
can choose God’s will or our own
will. There are many things over
which we have no control, but there
are a multitude of things in which
our choices determine the outcome.
The whole principle of sowing and
reaping illustrates man’s
responsibility to make proper
selections. Sow seeds of faith and
reap favor and blessings from God.
Sow unbelief and reap a fruitless
life and a future in hell.
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The Spirit of God moved in revival in 1859
among English speaking peoples. Wales had
an invasion of the Spirit in 1904. In the early
1950's God visited the Hebrides. During the
70’s different parts of the world had an
extraordinary touch of God. Romania and Asia
are in a time of refreshing today. God must be
sovereign in where He bestows the sacred
flame, but that should inspire us to faith
instead of causing us to doubt!

Countless Christians have fallen into a
negative, defensive stance that must be
grieving to God. Things are so bad in some
quarters that if anybody seems to be
prospering in the ministry it rouses suspicion
that the happy souls must be compromising!

Duncan Campbell said, “l do not believe in any
conception of God’s sovereignty that nullifies
man’s responsibility.” We dare not take shelter
in a refuge of lies. These dark days call for faith
in our mighty God. Faith not only believes that
God can, it believes that God will.

| am holding out for a better day. What
about you?
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Faith or Fate: Your Future Depends On It!

Fatalism finds its roots in
pride. 1 Corinthians &:1 says
knowledge puffs up. Those who
think they possess superior
understanding and deeper insights
in truth are often aloof from the
common herd. But arrogance is
never referenced as the insignia of
the godly in the Word of God. To
the contrary, pride is exposed as
the trademark of the devil.
Scripture states that a new
convert should never be placed
in a place of leadership, lest being
lifted up with pride be fall into the
condemnation of the devil
(1 Timothy 3:6). Satan fell from
heaven because he was lifted up
with pride. Spiritual conceit
mirrors the devil.

Apathy is the deadly
offspring of fatalism. Why send
missionaries to the heathen since
they will be saved anyway if God
wants them saved? Denying that
God works through means flies in
the face of Scripture. How then
shall they call on bim in whom they
bave not believed? and bow shall
they believe in bim of whom they
bave not beard? and bow shall they
bear without a preacher? And bow
shall they preach, except they be
sent? (Romans 10:14-15).

Fatalists are analyzers, not
agonizers in prayer. I have yet to
see men who fall into the fatalist
trap become great men of faith. To
the contrary they become infected
with the paralysis of analysis. They
can pick apart others’ views, but
where is the life giving power of
God in their ministries? Smooth
talk is a poor substitute for the
mighty breath of God. It naturally
follows that cynicism and

skepticism will rob fatalists of
hope and faith. Any good news is
met with suspicion and doubt. Far
from believing all things and boping
all things, fatalists tend toward
pessimism whenever they hear a
positive report. It appears their
greatest fear is that they might
presume on God for some definite
answer to prayer. This resigned,
passive approach is consistent
since they have no basis for hope.
After all, what will be will be!

Fatalists major on
interpretation, not intercession.
They are quick to explain, but
slow to intercede. They have all
the answers for questions that
nobody is asking! Further, what
incentive is there to pray if
everything is predetermined?

But God is looking for men of
prayer. And be saw that there was
no man, and wondered that there
was no intercessor (Isaiah 59:16).
God spared Sodom and
Gomorrah as long as Abraham
pled with God. Moses, the
intercessor, single-handedly
turned the wrath of God from
Israel. God had pledged to destroy
the murmuring Israelites, but
Moses’ prayers spared the people.
God responds to faith. When the
Ninevites humbled themselves
and repented, God changed His
mind and did not destroy them.
Had they remained unrepentant,
God would have wiped them out
just like He said. Never doubt that
God responds to humility, repen-
tance, obedience, and faith. I am
tully aware that God has an over-
arching purpose, but what you
believe and do is consequential.

Samuel Chadwick said, “We
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cannot pray without the fire of God in
our hearts.” Brethren, we need the
burning fire of God in our souls! Cast
off every vestige of fatalistic doom
and believe God! Your faith will
determine your future. Jesus said,
“According to your faith be it unto
you.” The New Testament contains
many verses that tell us we will
receive according to what we believe.
Psalm 78:41 says God’s people limited
the Holy One of Israel. You can limit
Omnipotence through your unbelief.

Faith honors God, and God honors
taith. Without faith it is impossible to
please bim: for be that cometh to God
must believe that be is, and that be is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek bim
(Hebrews 11:6). Fatalism does not
honor God. On the contrary;, it grieves
Him. Abraham was rewarded with a
“miracle son” because he dared to
believe what he could not see, and
consequentially he saw it. That's what
faith is—believing what's not so in
order for it to be so!

Jesus said, Whatsoever ye shall ask
in prayer, believing, ye shall receive
(Matthew 21:22). The Bible is full of
incentives and instruction that
inspires faith. Don't let the devil mold
you into a sad, sour, somber, cynic by
robbing you of faith and hope.

You can choose fate: an arrogant,
smug complacency that justifies the
lack of fruit as the will of God. Or
you can choose faith and believe God
for great and mighty things. Take your
pick because your future depends
on it!

Harold Vaughan

Our Family Time With God

A fter countless hours and many
ontributors Our Family Time with

God is finally complete. This volume
contains ready-to-go devotions for every
day of the year. Both practical and
scriptural, these devotions are written
in a style that is easy to understand
by all ages.

Order your copy today ondine at
www.christlifemin.org Special
cartonlot prices are available. Christ
Life Publications now accepts
credit card orders through our
web site.

Men’s Advances

It is time to seek the LORD, till be come and rain
righteousness upon you (Hosea 10:12). One pastor
exhorted his congregation, “Don't let revival happen
around you without happening in you.”

If you like red-hot preaching, heartfelt singing,
and encouraging fellowship, then register today for
the Men’s Advance. The brochure and registration
information is available on our web site.



Ladies’ Advance

Don’t miss this fantastic opportunity for soul
revitalization March 15-17 at the beautiful
Rockbridge Alum Springs Conference Center.
Wilma Sullivan and others will be ministering the
Word.

Wilma was born in Northeastern Pennsylvania
to devout Roman Catholic parents. She graduat-
ed from college in Delaware with an AA degree
in Accounting and Business Administration, and
was employed by the University of Virginia and
the University of Pennsylvania until her entrance
into the Sisters of Mercy as a nun from 1967-1971. As a nun she taught school for a
year and a half, but became very disillusioned with the lifestyle of the nuns. After
leaving the convent she remained a devout Catholic until she became a born-again
Christian on November 11, 1973 at the age 29.

Galatians 2:20 contains the foundational truths she shares with women'’s groups

as she travels nationwide. Her purpose in life is to glorify God and to enjoy Him
(Ps. 16:11; 27:4). Her heart's desire is to present the precious truths of the
Christlife so others can experience the freedoms which Christ has already provided for
them through His death, burial, resurrection, and seating at the Father's right hand and their identification with
Him in those events. You can sign up directly on our web site.

LPA Testimony: “I had no television or phone, no messy house and no womanly obligations. Only one
thing was important and that was for me to open my heart to God and His Holy Spirit. I prayed for
brokenness and become broken.” — Carole, NC

Student Advance

ooking for a high impact event for your young
eople? Tired of the dumbed-down, slummy;
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shallow approach to youth ministry? Would you
like to find a place where your students will be
seriously challenged to live for God? Then take a
serious look at the Student Prayer Advance
August 2-4. Get the full details at
www.christlifemin.org

SPA Testimony: “God worked in my life during
the very first session. As the sessions progressed He showed me that [ needed to seek His will more in
my life. Every session touched my heart in a ditferent way; always for the better.” — North Carolina



We Now Accept Credit Cards Online

Christ Life Ministries now accepts credit cards on our web site for purchases, Prayer Advance
registrations, and donations. This handy convenience should make things easier and quicker.

Back in Print

‘LORD, Help Me NOT to Have these Evil Thoughts!” This popular book is now
available with updated Summary Statements and Discussion Topics at the end
of each chapter. Quantity discounts are available for multiple books. Order
your copy online today.

Showers of Blessing
in Champaign, IL!

Listen to Pastor Bob Hassel's testimony of how God moved on his heart
and his church last fall. The days of revival should not only be archived in
history books. We need the hand of God TODAY! You will be encouraged
to hear of God's working in Champaign, IL.

Great Time at Men’s Rallies

Our first Men'’s Rally took place October 6 at Colonial Baptist
Church in Blue Ridge, VA. The spirit of the meeting was
FANTASTIC! Spirited singing, fabulous testimonies, and Pastor
Roger Baker's preaching were exceptional.

The second Rally was held at Victory Baptist Church in Boonsboro,
Md. Brother Jim Binney gave the message to a good crowd of men
who attended from the region. Men are the key to the family, and
strong families are the heart of the vibrant churches.



Sbiritual

January 2-4
Impact 21 Evangelist
Conference
Independence, MO

January 7
Mecklenburg Baptist Temple
Boydton, VA

IFE

Crusade

January 17

Victory Independent Baptist

Church
Roanoke, VA

January 21-24
Blue Ridge Baptist Church
Vinton, VA

January 29-31
Men'’s Prayer Advance
Goshen, VA

February 1-3
Men’s Prayer Advance
Goshen, VA

February 18-21
Friendship Baptist Church
Huntsville, AL

February 25-March 2
Emmanuel Baptist Church
Winchester, VA

March 9-11
Heritage Baptist Church
Goodyear, AZ

March 15-17
Ladies’ Prayer Advance
Goshen, VA

March 25-28
Lexington Baptist
Church
Lexington, VA

April 6-15
Northern Ireland

April 29-May 4
Adirondack Baptist
Church
Gloversville, NY

For further information,
visit our webssite:
www.christlifemin.org
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