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Essentially, Jesus commanded
them to pray. They waited in
prayer and the fire fell!

No revival has ever taken
place apart from obedience.
Obedience is instantly doing all
God tells me to do with the right
attitude. What about it? Is there
something you know you should
do, but have yet to act on it? Is
there a prompting you have
neglected? A word waiting to be
spoken? A witness that needs to
be given? A violated conscience
which needs to be cleared?  
A forgiveness that should be
granted? An apology which
needs to be made? A gift of
encouragement to someone in
need? 

Obedience may not be 
convenient, but it is always 
profitable. God has chosen to
work in unison with His people.
Had the 120 failed to “wait” and
“pray,” things would have turned
out differently. This is why some

things can be put off, but 
obedience cannot!

God desires a praying people
and a praying church. The duty
of prayer is inferred throughout
the entire Bible. “Pray without
ceasing” (1 Th. 5:17). Paul 
exhorted, “Praying always with all
prayer” (Eph. 5:18). Jesus’ central
definition of the church is a
house of prayer.

Obedience brings blessing.
The Pentecostal fire landed on
those who were walking in the

light they had received . God’s
power came to those who 
obediently prepared their hearts.
They were not laid back in their
theological easy chairs. They
were not analyzing, theorizing,
or criticizing; they were busy on
their knees.

Honest Praying
Not only had Peter denied the
Lord multiple times, they all
forsook Him. Despite their
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When Jesus left earth, all He
left behind was a prayer

meeting. In fact, it was an Upper
Room prayer meeting. His sole
strategy to impact the planet was
limited to a handful of distressed
disciples in an Upper Room.
These humble beginnings were
the springboard to Pentecost.
What took place in the Upper
Room would determine the
course and destiny of the early
church. Since everything in the
Bible is recorded for our learn-
ing, there is no question that we
can discover things there that
will help us here. So what kind of
praying took place in the Upper
Room?

Obedient Praying
Jesus told his followers “Not to
depart from Jerusalem, but wait
for the promise of the Father.”
The word used here is a military
term. He literally “charged them”
to wait and abide in prayer.
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pledges of undying loyalty, they
had done their absolute best
and utterly failed! 

Their dreams were dashed.
Their preconceived notions had
been demolished . Yet they 
huddled together in that Upper
Room. No longer were they
vying for the seat at Jesus’ right
hand. Their aspirations for
greatness had given way to 
brokenness and humility. 
Self-seeking was over and 
God-seeking was their singular
desire. 

What would motivate these
devastated men and women to
wait on the Lord in a ten-day
prayer meeting? Here we find
the soul of all heart-felt prayer:
A SENSE OF NEED! Before
the crucifixion, they could not
even watch one hour. But now
they are spiritually wide awake
and persevering in prayer for
ten days!

No doubt they did own up to
their personal failures during
this prolonged season of prayer.
Is there any doubt that they
spent a good amount of time
lamenting and confessing their
sins? I can hear them individu-
ally and collectively “taking the
witness stand against their own
hearts” and agreeing with God.
I don’t believe for a moment
that this was a casual prayer
time. 

After they had cleared them-
selves, they were ready to get
down to the business of crying
out to God for the next step.

Unified Praying
Scripture states they were in
“one accord in one place.”
Having shared the same 
experience, their lives were
closely knit together. Their
hearts were in close proximity
as well as their bodies.
Doubtless, they had opened
their innermost being to God in
the presence of one another.
This openness led to 
brokenness, which in turn 
produced supernatural oneness.  

In revival the masks come
off. Pretence crumbles along
with the walls of self-preserva-
tion. The fear of man fades in
the light of the fear of God. It
was my privilege to be in a 
testimony meeting with Roy
Hession. One man began to
weep and mourn his weak 
spiritual condition. Brother
Hession commented after this
man had finished, “Brethren, I
think we are all in the same
boat!” This disarming and
affirming comment gave a
green light to the entire group
to open our hearts. Church
should be a place where people
can hurt out loud . Humans are
“need machines” and when
needs arise we can find help at
the throne of grace. One accord is
the result when the spiritual
environment is saturated 
with love, acceptance, and 
forgiveness.

One heart and one soul set
the atmosphere for powerful
praying. Agreeing in prayer 
multiplies the results. Again I

Personal
Word

Long ago E.M. Bounds wrote the 
following: “We are constantly on a
stretch, if not a strain, to devise 
new methods, new plans, new 
organizations to advance the Church
and secure enlargement and 
efficiency for the gospel. This trend
of the day has a tendency to lose
sight of the man or sink the man in
the plan or organization. God’s plan
is to make much of the man, far
more of him than of anything else.
Men are God’s method. The Church
is looking for better methods; God is
looking for better men.”

Humble men and women gathered in
an Upper Room to wait for the
promise of the father. The type of
praying experienced there is the type
of praying we need here!

When you draw near to God He will
draw near to you. May this article put
a burning in your heart to talk with
our Father Who is in heaven.
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say unto you (If Jesus is saying this
again, that means He had said it
before!), That if two of you shall

agree on earth as touching any thing

that they shall ask, it shall be done

for them of my Father which is in

heaven. For where two or three are

gathered together in my name, there

am I in the midst of them (Mat.
18:19-20). Jesus Himself is in the
middle of those who practice 
mutual, focused faith. The key to
receiving is like-minded believing.  

The 120 were together in one
place. They had been together in
failure. For ten days they were
together in prayer and fellowship.
Now they were together in faith.
They lifted up their voices in uni-
son for the promise of the Father!
Who can predict what would 
happen if a group of Christians
would get in one accord and storm
the throne of mercy in believing
prayer? 

Expectant Praying
Jesus had promised He would send
the gift of the Holy Spirit. The
Upper Room was filled with 
obedient, cleansed, and unified 
disciples. The stage was set for
God’s new thing! Can you imagine
the anticipation as they lingered?
Faith was not waning, it was
increasing. Seeing the risen Christ
had supercharged their hearts with
expectancy. 

These men and women were
not saying their prayers, they were
praying their prayers. Ablaze with
desire, they knocked at heaven’s
door with a zeal that would not be
denied . They saw, heard, and
believed the resurrected Christ.
This was not one of those “If it be

your will” type of prayer 
meetings. The only option was
the reception of the promise.
Jesus said they would receive and
they knew good things were just
around the corner! Here are 
faith-filled prayers from desiring,
dependent, desperate disciples.

Brothers and sisters, shake
off the spirit of unbelief and
believe God for great and mighty
things. The song says, It is no

secret what God can do; and it is
no telling what God will do when
we get down to Upper Room
praying.

Most of us know what it’s like
when God stirs us up to pray. But
how many of us know what it is
to stir up ourselves to take hold

of God? The thing that perplexed
God was when He could not find
men who would stir themselves
to lay hold on God. He wondered

there was no intercessor (Isa. 59:16). 
Something phenomenal 

happened 2,000 years ago in an
Upper Room in Jerusalem. The
repercussions of what took place
there is still being felt today. 
The midnight hour is upon us.
Are we not in need of a divine
breakthrough? With so many
promises to plead, let’s get down
to Upper Room Praying!

Harold Vaughan

The Lord blessed in a tremen-
dous way at this year’s Student
Prayer Advance. He spoke to
teenagers like Audrey who has
attended for the past three years,
“Several points from Tom Palmer’s

message about Samuel have stuck

in my mind; the first was that

everything happens for a purpose 

in my life and if I accept it, God can use it. Second, God is always the same. 

It’s me who has to keep drawing nigh to Him when I’ve wandered off.” Jessika,
who attended the college track, said, “Dwight Smith asked us to close our eyes

and picture our friends and loved ones in hell. Then he said, ‘maybe they wouldn’t

be there if you would intercede for them’. Wow! With God’s help, I’m going to be a

faithful and powerful intercessor.” Message titles include: The Value of Zero,

Sitting on the Bench, Its All about Me, The Portrait of an Intercessor, and Start

With the Heart. Join us next year for three days of spiritual boot camp at 
the S.P.A.!

Great Student Advance
by Carole Taylor 



Fantastic Couples’ Advance

M I N I S T R I E S

Couples from as far as Iowa attended our Couples’

Advance in Williamsburg,Va. Some came early and

others stayed afterwards for an extended get-a-way. 

Evangelist Tom Palmer was the principle speaker. Pastor

Bob Hassel brought two messages. Patty Palmer and

Lynn Hassel spoke to the ladies. Harold Vaughan spoke

on the subject of “Vision.” 

The Couples’ Advance turned into a revival! About

eighty people lingered after the Friday evening service

for an extended time of prayer. The prayer meeting 

lasted until nearly midnight. We have been greatly

encouraged by the reports that have trickled in since 

the Advance held October 11-13. 

Three messages from this Advance can be downloaded

from our web site. Message titles available on-line

include Brokenness: Key to Revival by Bob Hassel; Lousy

Lies that Make Losers Out of Lovely Couples by Tom

Palmer; and Vision by Harold Vaughan. These are 

available at www.christlifemin.org.

S
caling New Heights is the theme for the next

Men’s Prayer Advance scheduled January 31-

February 2, 2008. Attorney David Gibbs and Pastor

Craig Scott will be the featured speakers.

Pastors and men from all across America and the

U.K. will join together as we launch into 2008. At

this Advance you will hear heart-directed preaching

that will challenge you to a higher plane.

Get all the details on this Advance from our web

page at www.christlifemin.org. An over-capacity

crowd is anticipated .  You can register on line

TODAY!

Upcoming Men’s Advance



Uplift at Recent 
Ladies’ Advance

Encouraging, uplifting, and liberating are
appropriate words which characterized the

Ladies’ Advance, March 15-17, 2007.  Jim Binney
and Wilma Sullivan were the primary speakers.
Their messages were full of helpful, healing, and
hopeful words.

New Publication: 
The Prayer Life 
of Jesus
Jesus’ example in prayer
inspired His disciples to
ask, “Lord, teach us to
pray.” The Son of Man
lived a consistent,
intense, heart-felt life of
prayer. This book covers
every reference to Jesus’
prayer life through the
Gospels. It is written in
an easy to read style. Chapter titles include:
Practice; Affirmation; Gratitude; Rejoicing;
Retreat; Honesty; Solitude; Alteration; Groaning;
Intensity; Impact; plus others.   Retail price is
$6.99.  Add $3.00 for shipping and 
handling. Order your copy today.  This book is
scheduled for distribution late this fall.

E.M. Bounds was one of the great praying

men in our country. In 1907 he wrote a book

entitled, The Preacher and Prayer: Power

Through Prayer.  Here you will find 20 brief

power-packed chapters. This is one of those

rare books that moves you into the 

immediate presence of God. This is a must

read for preachers.  The Preacher and Prayer

can be read or down-loaded from our 

website at www.christlifemin.org.

Free E.M. Bounds
Book!

Visit us online at:
www.christlifemin.org



2008

Prayer
Advance
Schedule

For further information, 
visit our web site: 

www.christlifemin.org

Men’s Advance
January 31 -
February 2

Ladies’ Advance 
March 13 - 15

Go Online 
to learn more:

www.christlifemin.org

Our Family Time 
With God Special
Our Family Time With God is a resource with ready-to-go 
family devotions for everyday of the year. God charges 
every parent to teach His Word to their children. 

Our desire is to see a revival of the Family Altar. We are 
offering churches a 50% discount plus a $6 shipping fee 
when ordering 20 or more copies.  Case lot orders 
(case lot 40 copies) receive free shipping!  Retail cost 
for a single copy is $15. 

Help families in your church train their children by ordering Our Family Time 

With God.

New Men’s Advance Video On-line!
View an eight minute clip of the Men’s Prayer Advance from our 

web site. You will find an assortment of video clips under Media

Archives (New!). Also, take a look at You Might Be a Pharisee if . . . 

from our home page.
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