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PREFACE

In our day of spiritual superficiality and anemic
Christianity, characterized by sin-infested pulpits and
indifferent pews, the subject of revival is nonetheless
a popular one. Few who talk of it, however, have the
faintest idea what a real moving of God is all about.
Impressive financial holdings, ornate edifices of wor-
ship, statistical proofs of “‘success,” and mind-boggling
technological sophistications merely mask the spiritual
bankruptcy within the Church as a whole today. We
are indeed poor in spirit. The real problem is, we seem
completely incapable of even beginning to recognize
just how spiritually poor we have become. We lean to
our own understanding, make peace with our pet sins,
deem ourselves to be rich and increased with goods
and in need of nothing, all the while piddling piously
with ideas of revival.

Butrevival can never be piddled with. Itis very,
very costly. Duncan Campbell, in this heart-stirring
message of personal and corporate revival, strikes the
taproot of the genuine working of God among His
people. Suchrevivalis rare, priceless, and exceedingly
costly. Campbell captures the spirit of God’s desire to
work, and carefully delineates both God’s sovereign
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moving and man’s responsibility to respond to the
promptings of the Spirit of God.

This world has witnessed God’s sovereign dealings
through the humblest of men, often at the darkest
hours in history. We remember the rebirth of Martin
Luther and the Reformation that followed. The Puri-
tans obeyed God’s Word with abandonment in the
midst of a wicked generation. The Spirit moved might-
ily upon the congregation of the dry preacher Jonathan
Edwards and affected an entire generation. The eigh-
teenth century saw the powerfully convicting work of
God’s Spirit in New England, the nineteenth had its
great New York prayer revival and the early twenti-
eth century heralded a phenomenal spiritual awaken-
ing in Wales.

The cry of our day is, “Where is the Lord God of
Elijah?” The question might better be asked, “Where
are the Elijahs of the Lord God?”

While there is much prayer today, there is little of
the humility behind it that characterized the life of
Duncan Campbell. Here is a message by this great
servant. It is hot with the breath of God. It needs
to be read and reread upon our knees until it burns
its way into the hearts of the people of God and out
through our lives. The truth is here to kindle the
flame. Are we ignitable? May God once again
drench us with the oil of the Spirit and set us ablaze!



The NATURE of a
GOD-SENT REVIVAL

A Message by Duncan Campbell

Introduction

Now will you turn with me to a very familiar pas-
sage of scripture. You will find it in the book of Psalms.
And together we shall read Psalms 85:

Lord, thou has been favorable unto thy land; thou
hast brought back the captivity of Jacob. Thou
hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, thou hast
taken away all thy wrath, thou hast turned Thy-
self from the fierceness of thine anger. Turn us,
O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger to-
ward us to cease. Wilt thou be angry with us for-
ever? Wilt thou draw out thine anger to all gen-
erations? Wilt thou not revive us again: that
thy people may rejoice in thee? Shew us thy
mercy, O Lord, and grant us thy salvation. |
will hear what God the Lord will speak: for he
will speak peace unto his people, and to his
saints: but let them not turn again to folly.
Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him;
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that glory may dwell in our land. Mercy and
truth are met together; righteousness and
peace have kissed each other. Truth shall
spring out of the earth; and righteousness shall
look down from heaven. Yea, the Lord shall
give that which is good; and our land shall
vield her increase. Righteousness shall go be-
fore him; and shall set us in the way of his
steps.

The Lord will bless that reading from His Word.

Now, will you turn with me to verse 6. We might
read verses 5 and 6. “Wilt thou be angry with us
forever? Wilt thou draw out thine anger to all gen-
erations? Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy
people may rejoice in thee?”

I mentioned the other evening that I would be
speaking this afternoon on principles that govern spiri-
tual quickening, and I would also tell you something
of how God in mercy met with me and brought revival
to this heart and life of mine.

“Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy
people...thy people...may rejoice in Thee.” These
words of the Psalmist express the heart cry of many
of God’s dear children today. There is without ques-
tion a growing conviction in many quarters that un-
less revival comes, that is, a God-sent revival, other
forces that are out to defy every known Christian
principle will take the field.

Indeed, the observant eye can already see shadows
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around the world that are ripening and ripening fast
for repentance or judgment. With that conviction there
seems to be a growing hunger for God to manifest
His power, and so intense is the hunger and so deep
the longing that the cry of the prophet of old is fre-
quently heard upon the lips of God’s children.

Our Only Hope Is Revival

“Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that

thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might
flow down at thy presence” (Isa. 64:1-2). You will
observe that in that prayer of the prophet two fun-
damental things are suggested. That unless God
comes down, mountains will not flow and sinners
will not tremble. But if God comes down, if God
manifests His power, if God shows His hand, if God
takes the field, mountains will flow...mountains of
indifference, mountains of materialism, mountains
of humanism, will flow before His presence, and
nations, not just individuals, but nations, shall be
made to tremble.

We haven’t seen nations trembling, but we have
seen communities; we have seen districts; we have seen
parishes in the grips of God in a matter of hours when
God comes down!

It is true that we have seen man’s best endeavor in
the field of evangelism leaving communities un-
touched. We have seen crowded churches. We have
seen many professions. We have seen hundreds,



